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influence, and friendlier relations developed between the different
classes. It would probably be true to say that class consciousness
declined. People thought less about the fact that they belonged
to a particular class with interests at variance with those of some
other class.

The year of the general strike was also the year in which
Germany joined the League of Nations. The nest few years
were quiet and hopeful years both at home and abroad. It looked
as if pacification in industry and pacification in international
affairs might proceed side by side. Then came the Great Slump,
from 1929 onwards* One would think this economic disease (for
such it was) would be more likely to bring strife in industry tian
strife between nations. But it was not so. Peaceful conditions
in British industry survived the great slump and continue to-day
(1941)5 whereas abroad the slump led directly to the triumph
of the Nazi movement in Germany and all that has followed
from that.

Miscellaneous items. Not much more need be said about other
events of these years 1924-9. Though pledged not to introduce
a general protective tariff the Baldwin government took some
small steps in that direction by its Safeguarding of Industries bill.
Under this bill any industry which could prove that it was
subject to abnormal foreign competition could claim a protective
duty, subject to the approval of parliament, and several specialized
industries of moderate size, such as lace, gas-mantles, and cutlery,
secured protection in this way. The government also enormously
enlarged the scheme of old age pensions and introduced pensions
for widows of all persons who came under the health insurance
scheme. It also gave the vote to what were absurdly called
<flappersn-<^women over twenty-one and under thirty, thus
completing, one supposes, the enfranchising process begun by
the first Reform Bill in 1832. It may also be mentioned that
1927-9 were the only years in which payments received in
reparations from Germany and in repayment of war debts from
our continental allies balanced our own payments to America,

The election of 1929. A general election was inevitable in 1929,
under the five years* limit of the Parliament Act, and it proved

1 Absurdly, because a 'flapper* is really a Victorian maiden in her
'teens' with pig-tail flapping against her shoulders.